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The reflections in this booklet are intended to remind us, to strengthen 
us, and to propose ways that will help us specifically as Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart to embrace the future with hope. This is what I have been 
asked to do and have tried to do.

I hope, however, that most of these reflections can also be enlightening 
to anyone who reads them, especially to our partners in mission. To 
be of help to anyone who approaches these pages as a seeker of hope 
would be a real joy to me.

preliminary thoughts
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Thousands of Greeks traveled to Delphi with a deep and serious 
question for Apollo. They wanted to know their future. Like them, with 
this publication we open a new stage in our reflective journey towards 
the Bicentenary of the Institute. At this stage our task is to speak about 
the future Brother of the Sacred Heart. It is de facto somewhat daring to 
speak about the future, because the future is a mystery that opens up to 
us in the measure that we try to consolidate this present time and space 
that the Lord has given us.

Contemporary thought, by dint of elementary reason, imposes on us a 
present in which the future does not exist: “Live for today; there is no 
tomorrow; enjoy, do not think, do not try to figure things out, do not 
dream…” These are categories of a pathological hedonism that pretends 
to be in the vanguard of current human causes. Plain and simple, the 
future is not in fashion. If we dare to approach it, surely the primary 
consequences will be anxiety, fear, and uneasiness in the face of what 
is to come. And such feelings do not deserve to be welcomed. Bottom 
line: it is not convenient to think about the future.

the lord’s 
oracle

introduction
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For the Christian, the situation is different. The true Christian, following 
Jesus’ lead, fully welcomes his past, lives his present, and counts on 
the future that will be granted to him in keeping with God’s will. The 
early Church recognized this from the beginning; the questioning of 
and reflecting on what is to come was always valid and amenable to 
systematic study. Eschatology, for example, is one of those early 
branches of Christian theology which finds its beginnings in Sacred 
Scripture itself, in the Apostolic Tradition and, no doubt, in the well-
named “Fathers of the Church.”

Our beloved Father Andre Coindre, through his charism of preaching, 
was frequently chosen to touch the hearts of those who listened to 
him by speaking to them of their future, of death, of Heaven, of the 
soul, of final judgment, of salvation, of eternal life. Without a doubt, 
our founder is a clear example of a man who welcomes the future in a 
Christian way.1

Therefore, rooted in the Christian tradition, with no fear of dreaming of 
tomorrow, like the psalmist we are not anxious about what is to come: 
“Wait on the Lord; be brave, be of good courage; wait on the Lord.”2 To 
wait on the Lord is a graced movement of trust in his Word, which we 
recognize as eternal and therefore beyond any conception of time and 
space, but which, paradoxically, is not alien to the temporal realities of 
us human beings.

In the Old Testament we find recurrent references to the “oracle of the 
Lord,” which contrasted with the oracles of the Babylonians, Assyrians, 
Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. The latter were “divinatory” responses 
preceded by probably ecstatic cults and entrusted to a select group of 
people. Oracles, outside the Hebrew people, had a magical, esoteric, but 
little or no communitarian quality. On the contrary, the Hebrew people 
increased, grew stronger together, and “lived under the protective 
shadow of the Most High and Almighty.”3 Therefore, the oracle of 
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the Lord has a far-reaching meaning; it is divine communication; 
it is Yahweh speaking his Word as light on the path. Contrary to the 
dark oracles, typical of necromancy, the Lord’s oracle is full of light 
and marks out the future for the People of God. Tobit, in his canticle, 
described the marvelous light of the future Jerusalem: “A splendid light 
will illuminate all the regions of the earth.”4

For Christians, who pray with the Liturgy of the Hours, the Lord’s 
oracle is not something foreign. Vespers for every Sunday remind us in 
Psalm 109 that the Messiah, the Lord, is the ultimate communication 
between God and his Creation. The Word of God is saving; the oracle 
of the living God is Jesus Christ himself: “The Lord’s oracle to my 
Lord: Sit at my right hand, and I will make your enemies a footstool 
for your feet.”5 In some mysterious way, the People of God do not fear 
the future, because the Lord is the master of time and, even more, of 
eternity. The concrete manifestation of this trust is, without doubt, the 
theological virtue of hope.

St. Peter himself invites us to be ready always to give 
an answer when someone asks us about our hope.



8

The Word of the Lord, who made everything that exists, motivates the 
deep being of redeemed humanity. Hope is offered to us as a gift and 
a task of life; it is like the Promised Land: a gift and a conquest. St. 
Peter himself discovered that hope is dynamic and must be accounted 
for: “Venerate Christ as Lord in your hearts. Should anyone ask you the 
reason for this hope of yours, be ever ready to reply, but speak gently 
and respectfully.”6

It is striking for the Christian that the oracle, the logos of God, 
encourages him to live in trust, to hope against all hope. This is what our 
Venerable Brother Polycarp did: “When he assumed the governance of 
the Congregation, the latter was going through a very difficult moment 
on account of a serious spiritual crisis and a disquieting financial 
embarrassment.”7 We know his story; the crisis was an opportunity for 
him to grow and inspire holiness, because he knew in whom he put his 
trust. He prayed with the psalmist, “Rest in God alone, my soul, for he 
is my hope.”8
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At the beginning of 2018, I welcomed the new children who were 
entering first grade at Sacred Heart School - Calle 74 in Barranquilla, 
Colombia. It was a windy morning, typical of the mid-January days in 
the city. Some children were happy, with their eyes wide open; others 
were shy or a little sleepy; and one or two were crying, missing the 
small kindergarten from which they came. The teachers lined them up 
to listen to the prayer and words of welcome that I offered. Together 
we offered our day to the Sacred Heart of Jesus; we spoke about how 
beautiful it is to discover each new day, a new school, and the family as 
gifts from God. Then it was time to say goodbye to the parents, to go to 
the classrooms, and to begin classes.

One of the restless children -- and every school seems to have one -- 
stepped out of the line that the teacher, with much effort, had achieved. 
He looked at me carefully, looked at my arms in particular, and noticed 
with surprise how my veins were showing. He asked me, “Why are your 

without fear 
of the future

1
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arms like that and can you see those lines?” To which, unsuspectingly, 
I replied, “Mmm, well... I don’t know. That’s the way my veins are. I 
think I inherited them from my Dad because he has arms like that too.” 
In my eagerness to continue my dialogue with the little boy, I asked 
him, “And do you know what we have in our veins? It runs through 
our whole body and helps us to be alive.” The child quickly, without 
thinking much and with enviable and innocent conviction, responded, 
“God! God is the one who runs through our whole body and makes us 
alive.” Surprised by the response and tempted to answer rationally, “No, 
of course not. The blood. The correct answer is blood,” I stopped. I felt 
that moment as a special grace and I said, “Right, that’s right; it’s God 
who’s in our being and gives us life. Welcome to school. You’ll be a 
great part of our Sacred Heart family!”

Children and young people will never stop surprising us; let 
us not be fooled by that nostalgia for the past that condemns 

new generations and paralyzes the future.
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Children and young people will never stop surprising and teaching 
us. We are wrong when we define them as superficial, indifferent, and 
insensitive generations. Let us not be fooled by that nostalgia for the 
past that condemns new generations and paralyzes the future. If we do 
so, we will be out of step with the legacy of our founder who inspired 
in us a pedagogy of trust. Let us be aware of the steps of the Lord of 
history who comes to meet us, ready to renew our faith and our trust. 
In my case it was in that six-year-old boy; but it is good for all of us 
to remain alert to the signs that God places around us and, of course, 
also within ourselves. We should not be afraid of the future. There is an 
African proverb that says, “If you can walk, you can dance; and if you 
can talk, you can sing.” You can always be and do something else. And 
in a better way.
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making ametur 
cor jesu a 
reality

2

In our Rule of Life we read:

“Brother Polycarp, Brother Xavier,
and our other predecessors 
followed in the footsteps of our founder,
in gentleness and humility,
growing in sanctity as they lived out
our motto and shared hope—
Ametur Cor Jesu!
They made love the center of their lives
and the inspiration
of their apostolic and missionary activity.”9
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To make “Ametur Cor Jesu,” “Loved be the Heart of Jesus,” a reality 
summarizes in great measure the patrimony of our Institute. Therefore, 
it is important to pay attention to “our motto and shared hope.” St. 
Bonaventure once said, “His love Who hath loved us much is much 
to be loved.”10 In his circular To be brother…, Brother Mark Hilton, 
superior general, encourages us to this love: “God hopes in us! The 
covenant is a lopsided deal. God gives us everything, including his love, 
and he hopes in our response – he does not, cannot, compel it because 
he waits for the free gift of our love in return.”11

As Brothers of the Sacred Heart, the best response in love is fidelity 
to our consecration, “which dedicates us to God and makes us more 
available for the service of love in the world.”12 For this reason we 
join with the psalmist in saying, “How can I repay the Lord for all 
the good he has done me? I will lift the cup of salvation, calling on 
his name. I will fulfil my vows to the Lord in the presence of all the 
people.”13 Hence, when we make religious profession, we acknowledge 
God’s initiative of love, we give ourselves to him, we commit ourselves 
to the service of the Kingdom of God, and we profess the evangelical 
counsels through public vows that the Church receives. We express all 
this through our formula of profession approved by the Holy See.

In the physical sciences, a formula is a symbolic representation, by way 
of an equation, of a reality of nature that can be verified experimentally. 
Thus, for example, it is said that the force of gravitational attraction 
experienced by a body is equal to its mass times the acceleration of 
gravity. Or expressed another way: W=mg. It’s a simple equation that 
expresses a significant reality.

In everyday speech we use expressions such as magic formula, medical 
formula, mathematical formula, etc. All are symbols that have a meaning 
or result greater than what they express. The formula of religious 
profession is no exception. It is the brief and concise expression of what 



14

we are ready definitively to live for one year, for two years, forever. It 
is an entire life project in just four paragraphs.

In a very special way, I would like to focus only on the central part of 
the formula of profession:14

“I commit myself to live
as a brother of Christ,
deeply united with him
in unceasing prayer;
as a brother to my brothers
in the common life;
as a brother to everyone,
especially the neediest children 
and young people.”15

It doesn’t take much effort to realize that something stands out. The 
term “brother” appears four times. This is meant to tell us something! 
Our formula eloquently expresses how broad and meaningful it is to be 
called by that name. For us it represents commitment: “I commit myself 
to...” and, as our Rule says, “We are therefore not afraid to commit our 
future through strong and stable bonds.”16 In a world where commitment 
is so discredited, we brothers want to commit ourselves totally in our 
way of life. What was once weak and hesitant is now courageous and 
determined.

Antiquity possesses a symbolic richness when we speak of commitment. 
For society, the ring has always had, and continues to have, a deep 
and rich symbolic meaning. Let us think about this metal band, with 
neither beginning nor end, which is a keen representation of all things 
cyclical. It is in this mental image of a ring, symbol of a covenant, that 
we can reflect on seven equidistant points, seven points of the same 
commitment, with an eye to the future that we will consider in the 
following paragraphs. 
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Our motto “Ametur Cor Jesu” (Loved be the Heart of Jesus) 
summarizes in great measure the patrimony of our Institute.
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Before beginning the journey through certain expressions of the 
formula of profession and through other completely new expressions, 
I would like to tell you how surprised I was when, on receiving the 
circular To be brother… from Brother Mark, I found that he also takes 
a meaningful journey through the words of the formula of profession. I 
find, like him, that these words “are about the reality of our life of faith, 
our communities, and our ministries” and that, in the present text, those 
words can help us to dream and to prepare a possible future reality of 
our life as consecrated persons in the Institute of the Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart.17

The term “brother” appears four times in our formula of profession. 
This is meant to tell us something!
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brother
of christ

3

The devotion of the Christmas novena is a tradition deeply rooted in 
Colombian culture, preparing us for the birth of our Lord. In one of the 
prayers, we worship Jesus in a festive tone: “Life of my life, my adored 
master, my constant friend, my divine brother!” The pious recognition 
of the Child who is about to be born as our brother reaffirms both our 
filial relationship with God the Father and our fraternal relationship 
with God the Son.

However, beyond these theological considerations, there is a reality 
that, as consecrated persons, we must live out along our vocational path: 
a greater awareness of our call. Ours is a call that is permanent, even 
though we feel it with special strength at an historical moment, because 
of the attraction of God, who calls us to love and serve him. In the Book 
of Lamentations we read this: “The love of the Lord has no end, nor has 
his goodness been exhausted. Every morning they are renewed; how 
great is his faithfulness!”18 It is truly moving to know that we are face-
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to-face with an infinite and renewed love that intervenes in our lives and 
changes them. The Lord, in his mercy, draws us to himself so that we 
may experience the richness of his love in the intimacy of prayer.

We enjoy this love as we nurture a relationship of intimacy and depth 
marked by sincere and heartfelt dialogue, which opens us to the 
experience of Christ-Brother. We recognize that we are not the first to 
experience such a journey; but we also know that we are heirs to a 
rich tradition of prayer that is embodied in the Old Testament in many 
experiences from which we can continually learn. Some experiences are 
intimate and personal like those of Moses: “God spoke to Moses face to 
face, as one would speak to a friend.”19 We read about the experience of 
Samuel interceding for a whole people: “As for me, may the Lord save 

It is truly moving to know that we are face-to-face with an infinite and 
renewed love that intervenes in our lives and changes them. Brothers in 

prayer at the novitiate for Latin America and Spain in Lima (Peru).
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me from sinning against him by ceasing to pray for you. But I will teach 
you to behave in a good and upright manner.”20 Also, and these are my 
favorites, there are those experiences and expressions of gratitude, like 
the psalmist when he proclaims with simplicity and depth, “Give thanks 
to the Lord, for he is good, for his love endures forever.”21 Finally, there 
are as many and varied forms of experiences as there are women and 
men who are open to a relationship with God. What is clear is that not 
only words matter, but above all the heart: “Anna spoke to God in her 
heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard.”22

Jesus received, valued, and recreated this tradition. His parents did 
much in the home of Nazareth to help him grow in intimacy with God 
to the point of feeling him and proclaiming him to be “Abba, Father.”23 
St. Paul teaches us that ours is the same path of prayer-interiority-
relationship that Jesus walked: “And the proof that you are sons is that 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts; and the Spirit cries 
out, ‘Abba,’ that is, ‘Father.’”24 The first Christians, the early Church, 
the desert fathers were always sustained by the wonderful assurance 
that God was listening to their pleas, and the Spirit was helping them 
to pray: “Even though we are weak, the Spirit comes to our aid; even 
though we do not know what to ask, the Spirit intercedes for us in a 
mysterious way.”25 Prayer is like good habits: we must know the past 
practices so that we can learn from them, sustain them in time, recreate 
them, and teach them to new generations.

Our Rule dedicates an entire chapter to the life of prayer, from which we 
could extract many beautiful and important orientations. But I would 
like to recall article 123 which appears before the chapter on prayer: 
“Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, prayer vigils, the Litany of the Sacred 
Heart, and the Morning Offering are some of the traditional practices 
capable of nourishing the prayer life of the brothers.”26 Apart from these 
and those mentioned in the chapter on the life of prayer, I find it difficult 
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Venerable Br. Norbert was a 
man deeply inclined to value 
and live Eucharistic adoration.
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to discover new forms. However, I wish to return to the idea of valuing 
and recreating the traditions we have received. The practices mentioned 
in article 123 are hundreds of years old! And I am not exaggerating 
in saying that. Venerable Brother Norbert27, a new model of holiness 
whose witness comes to us as a true gift, was a man deeply inclined to 
value and live Eucharistic adoration: “In 1930, the year of his Grand 
Novitiate in Spain, Brother Norbert made a resolution of spending an 
hour before the Blessed Sacrament every day of his life. … Brother 
Norbert spent long periods in the chapel fully absorbed in the Lord’s 
sacramental presence.”28 Coindre, Xavier, Polycarp, and Norbert 
show us that we brothers can be great teachers of prayer, often in a 
manner that is simple, basic, perhaps sometimes a little arid and quite 
schematic, but, at the same time, honest, confident, hopeful, peaceful, 
silent, grateful and, most importantly, heart-to-Heart.

If all this is so, how can prayer propel us into the future? Should we 
conclude that there is nothing new to do? No! “Our whole lives must be 
lived in adoration, praise and thanksgiving.”29 Our belonging to Christ 
means being truly twinned with Him. In the face of Christ-Brother we 
see the beginning, the way, and the goal of our vocation. God’s great 
dream for us is to see us as brothers in the Son; and this is achieved 
through a deep experience of interiority, sustained by an observant 
lifestyle. 

What we must guard against is prayer that is made by obligation. The 
movement must be vital; it must start from a thirst for love, from trust 
in the “friend who never fails,” from the whole being of the brother who 
puts his heart into prayer and therefore considers it a treasure. Saint 
Isidore of Seville, the last of the Fathers of the Western Church, among 
his many learned treatises wrote this: “Prayer must be of the heart, not 
merely of the lips, for God does not only listen to the words of the one 
who prays, but looks into his heart.”30 Those words seem to echo the 
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lessons we learn from the Book of Isaiah when God communicates to 
his prophet: “…this people draws near with words only and honors me 
with their lips alone, though their hearts are far from me…”31

For a religious woman, the figure of Christ-Spouse is an inspiration 
on the day of her consecration. I was present several years ago when 
a Benedictine nun, on the day of her first profession, was dressed as a 
bride to accept her Spouse, Christ Jesus, the Lord. Seeing her that way 
strongly impressed me. Although this spousal dimension is beautiful 
and full of meaning, for us brothers the fraternal relationship with the 
Lord is much more significant. Our commitment takes shape in Christ-
Brother.

To be brothers of Christ, “deeply united to him in his continuous prayer,” 
requires a permanent preparation of the heart so that it can reach its 
fullness in the celebration of love, the Eucharist. To be brothers of the 
Love of God implies a union of hearts in the Eucharistic celebration, 
which strengthens our wills and sustains our aspirations. It is in this 
moment that we can fulfill God’s desire to anticipate the Kingdom by 
our way of life, which becomes Good News for a world that cries out 
for justice and peace.
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brother to
my brothers

4

To know ourselves as brothers is one of the main attractions of our 
form of consecrated life. It is a circular relationship to which we 
must give value, a reality not easily found in our Church, because of 
its recognized hierarchical structure. Therefore, our choice to live as 
brothers in common life is an encouraging principle and a driving force 
for the future.

In a world that has limited itself in its fruitfulness, where families are 
often reduced to one or two children (if any), it is a real challenge to 
want to continue to be fruitful in the Church as a family of brothers. 
More than ever, it is imperative to learn what it means to be brothers, 
because many of us do not come, and many future brothers will not 
come, from large families where it was natural to share, to help solve 
one another’s problems, and where there was no room for selfishness.

The reality that we choose to live is different. It is not only about being a 
brother of Christ, it is also about learning to be a brother to my brothers 
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and to face together the daily life of our local communities: older 
brothers, middle-aged brothers, young brothers. And if age were the 
only challenge! But different cultures are intermingled. Nevertheless, 
we find a panorama that is disparate but profoundly possible to welcome 
and recreate.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch, awaiting martyrdom in 110 AD, wrote to 
Saint Polycarp, encouraging him to a life of charity with his faithful in 
Smyrna: “Make unity your concern — there is nothing better than that. 
Lend everybody a hand, as the Lord does you. ‘Out of love be patient’ 
with everyone, as indeed you are. Devote yourself to continual prayer. 
Ask for increasing insight. Be ever on the watch by keeping your spirit 
alert. Take a personal interest in those you talk to, just as God does. 
‘Bear the diseases’ of everyone, like an athlete in perfect form. The 

To know ourselves as brothers is one of the main attractions of our 
form of consecrated life. Brothers of Latin America and Spain during a 

meeting in Buenos Aires (Argentina).
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greater the toil, the greater the gain.”32 St. Ignatius knew, and therefore 
recommended, that in the midst of difficulties one must preserve 
“concord,” which etymologically means to be in conformity with the 
heart of the other. The opposite is discord, which is the principal evil of 
brotherhood, and which can eventually destroy it.

Today we fashion our shared future. Family life can have its storms; 
and we are not exempt from them. Difficulties can arise from within or 
from outside; but to the extent that unity, respect, trust, appreciation, 
and mutual valuing are our strength, the storms will not flood us. And 
our brotherhood can be a true example of universal sisterhood and 
brotherhood, which surpasses what in the eyes of the world is a cause of 
discrimination and division. We are deeply indebted to Brother Bernard 
Couvillion for much of the current understanding of our Institute; but 
we also are grateful for his intelligent, beautiful, and profound circulars.  
I was always struck by the strong tone with which he made it clear how 
much he resented anything that attempted to undermine our common 
life: “There is nothing that bothers me more than to hear brothers in 
community acting out of intolerance, especially in the parts of the 
Institute composed of brothers of different origins. I have heard the 
whole spectrum, as have we all: from ethnic jokes to attributing tribal 
motives to decisions by a superior. From favoring brothers of a certain 
linguistic or ethnic group to repeating unfavorable stereotypes about 
another group. From condescendence to violent language. From refusal 
to visit another place to efforts to exclude an outside group from one’s 
own.”33 Let’s sound the alarm. With emotional skill and guided by a 
spirit of peace, let us try to build a house-home-community.

To the extent that we discover that God, together with the grace of our 
vocation, gives us the gift of our brothers, we will be able to welcome 
them and feel welcomed and loved by them. Community life will have 
an ever greater impact on our lives and will be the guarantor of our 
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spiritual and apostolic fruitfulness. To accomplish this, we must be 
concerned with creating and strengthening quality bonds strong enough 
to keep the house of our brotherhood standing like the rock of the Gospel 
during the storm. In other words, it is what Brother Polycarp called 
fraternal charity, the soul of our congregation. Let us pause for a few 
moments to reflect on this message which he addressed to the brothers 
of his day but which is more than relevant for the brother of tomorrow: 

“Do you want to know now what should be the principal characteristics 
of your charity for it to produce true brotherly unity? The Great Apostle 
will tell you: ‘Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; 
it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful’ (1 Cor 13:4-6 RSV).

“The first two qualities are, as you should understand them, of a very 
great importance to preserve unity. Yes, we have to bear patiently the 
defects of everybody and above all of those with whom we have the 
happiness of being associated. We are all human and consequently full 
of defects and imperfections; we all furnish plenty of occasions for 
our neighbor to practice patience. From another point of view, since 
we are very weak and very disabled, we then need to be helped and 
supported. This is why, in accordance with St. Paul, we should bear one 
another’s burdens. And neither should we allow our charity to be puffed 
up with pride, but let us strip ourselves of all sort of pride through a 
deep realization of our lowliness and wretchedness so that our charity 
can allow the utmost equality to find its way into our midst, and this 
equality, which is an effect of charity and love, will contribute much to 
the increase of charity and the preservation of unity”.

Brother Polycarp concludes: “Finally, love is not jealous or boastful and 
does not insist on its own way. Whoever is endowed with love wishes as 
much good for his brothers as for himself, and rejoices at their successes 
as much as at his own. And from there it is easy to conclude that he who 
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Br. Polycarp wrote: “Let us rid ourselves of all pride so that our charity may 
open the way to equality among us.” Brothers of the Province of Eastern and 

Southern Africa (Kenya, Lesotho, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe), along 
with brothers from Mozambique and the United States.
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finds his happiness and the happiness of others is far removed from any 
thought of self-interest or ambition.”34

Although there are many other references to fraternal charity from 
Brother Polycarp, we have few exhortations on this subject from good 
Father André Coindre, but the ones we have are sufficient. For today 
and for tomorrow, the letter he wrote to Brother Borgia is of great 
importance: “Let the brothers be united together; they must be saints.”35 
Likewise, what he wrote to the Religious of Jesus-Mary during the same 
period touches our reality because his words are sufficiently broad in 
scope to be a valid exhortation for our reflection. I take the liberty of 
transcribing the text by changing it to the masculine gender:

“My very dear children, I want to steal a few moments from my many 
activities to offer you, with all the fatherly love within me, a few 
counsels which might serve to confirm you in the spirit of your holy 
vocation.

“The profession of the religious is charity: he must give all his attention 
to the fostering of unity among his brothers, through kindness and 
humility. He must be neither ambitious nor jealous; he must always 
assume that his brothers are acting through the best motives, and never 
suspect them of bad ones. He must do everything in his power so that, 
after the example of the first Christians, all be of one heart and one 
soul. Keep in mind, my children, that this is achieved only by dint of 
dedicated efforts to suppress all disquiet from without, until the disquiet 
from within can be warded off as well to the point that hurtful words 
can be heard as words of praise—so long as such indifference does not 
detract from duty or the service of God. That is what makes for joyful 
communities. By the same token, nothing would be more a source of 
pain and suffering than if everyone sought to be indulged and flattered, 
as if it were not possible to tell the truth one to another. Such deference 
breeds fear of wounding the other, with the result that everyone would 
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be on his guard lest his words, which so often go misunderstood, give 
rise to the most fearsome of reprisals executed by the sharpest of 
tongues. And so there arise factions, divisions, squabbles, all the works 
of the flesh which, Saint Paul says, bar entry to the heavenly kingdom. 
In a word, my children, everyone should keep his place and say to the 
proudhearted: be on your guard, stay composed, for criticism wages war 
against your vanity. You have died and your life is buried in God with 
Christ Jesus, as the Apostle reminds us.”36

Finally, knowing how difficult it is for all of us to be completely of 
one mind, we may be tempted to think: for us, unity and holiness are 
impossible. God will not allow us to fall into this temptation; God will 
teach us to continue to contemplate and learn what Holy Scripture reveals 
to us: “With God nothing is impossible.”37 If we utilize a pedagogy of 
trust with our students, why not a pedagogy of trust with our brothers?
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a brother to 
everyone

5

Anyone who knows me well has probably heard me say that my favorite 
liturgical season is Advent. Perhaps it’s because of the time of year; or it 
may be the Church’s pedagogy for presenting this time to us; or it may 
be that the hopeful burden it brings invites me to dream of the coming 
of the Child in the manger and, at the same time, of the second coming 
of our Lord. Together with my affection for the time of Advent, there 
is for me the enjoyment of the Gospel texts that accompany the season. 
How could one not be moved by, “The angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not 
be afraid, for you have found favor with God. Now you will be with 
child and you shall call His name Jesus. He shall be a great man, whom 
you shall call the Son of the most high God; and the Lord God shall 
make him a King, as He did to his forefather David, that he may reign 
over the people of Jacob forever. His reign shall be without end.’”38 
Of course, that passage is even more exciting now that, with renewed 
eyes of faith, I can reflect on it and imagine how it can inspire us to be 
brothers to everyone.
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We, Brothers of the Sacred Heart, are called to be new angels, messengers 
for children and young adults as well as for our partners in mission. 

Original drawing by Br. Alexander Chica from the Province of Colombia.
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Let us pay attention to the angel, let us locate ourselves in the messenger, 
in his announcement. What if we see ourselves, Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart, as called to be new angels, messengers for children and young 
adults as well as for our partners in mission? What if we really believe 
that we have, day after day, the wonderful opportunity to proclaim a 
new announcement, that we are responsible for “the contemporary 
annunciation” in the manner of the archangel Gabriel? How much good 
it would do us, brothers, and everyone if our words, our lives were truly 
transmitters of joy!

A few years ago, we celebrated the Year of Consecrated Life. The letter 
that Pope Francis dedicated to consecrated religious set the initial tone 
for the year with the resounding invitation: Rejoice.39 To be a brother 
to everyone is to be an occasion of joy, of good news; a joy that is not 
empty but full because it is filled deeply with the grace of God, with the 
certainty that the Lord is with me, with you, with us. And, although the 
above sounds more poetic than real, the truth is that as brothers we must 
be attentive to the cries of the poor, of the abandoned, of the sad, of the 
most needy... because our mission is to bring them the joy of Jesus.

In a discouraging scenario, the World Health Organization revealed in 
2020 the frightening fact that depression affects more than 300 million 
people around the world and that in the worst cases some 800,000 people 
commit suicide each year, making it the second leading cause of death 
in the 15-29 year age group, with the trend towards a lower age.40 In 
addition, the global burden of depression and other mental disorders is 
increasing. To be a brother to everyone is to give the best of ourselves as 
we try to fill all those we approach with life in Christ, life in abundance. 
A question for self-reflection is, “Do persons, after coming into contact 
with me, feel a little more joyful, a little more optimistic, a little more 
hopeful and alive?”
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Around us, nearer than we imagine, there are lives that despair is 
extinguishing. We can do a lot with a word, a gesture, or a compassionate 
and loving look. We are called to enflame those lives with the fire of the 
love of the Heart of Jesus. Chris Martin, lead singer of the British band 
Coldplay, sings “Midnight”: “In the darkness before the dawn, in the 
swirling of the storm, when I’m rolling with the punches and hope is 
gone, leave a light, a light on.” Chris Martin has confessed to the media 
that he is not clear about the full extent of the phrase “leave a light 
on,” but the phrase came to him when he was listening to a line from 
Leonard Cohen’s song “Anthem”: “There is a crack in everything, that’s 
how the light gets in.” So now we find a crucial element because hope 
tells us that even in a life that is broken, some light can enter.

Here again, we could give special emphasis to the spirit of welcome 
with which we want to be identified.41 Welcoming is not a given fact, 
but a personal decision that, after practicing it for a while, will spring 
up spontaneously, not only with those we like and with whom we 
identify, but even with the one who is different and toward whom we 
are indifferent; with the one who seems at odds with me because we are 
beginning to know and understand him; with the migrant, whom I stop 
looking at in a strange way and together with him move forward; in 
short, with the totally other one who completes my individuality.

I return to the idea of our being called to live universal brotherhood, 
to commit ourselves to it. Our Rule of Life says: “Our community life 
in brotherhood reveals the communal dimension of the call to be a 
Christian; it becomes a sign of God’s presence in the world.”42 In short, 
we want to be brothers to all so as to be a sign of God’s presence. When 
someone calls us “brother” in the street, in a classroom, in a meeting, he 
is not making reference to any title or hierarchy; he is really identifying 
with us as brother, family, as part of the mystery of God who makes us 
close to everyone; different, but very close, ready to share our being 
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When someone calls us “brother” he is really identifying with us as brother, family, 
as part of the mystery of God who makes us close to everyone. Brothers José Ignacio 

Carmona and Mark Hilton during the general chapter of 2018.
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brother with the most needy children and young people; opting for the 
Kingdom, for the poor, for justice, for truth, for peace. This presence 
with the other is not merely humanitarian; it is first of all a movement 
of faith, because we make room for the Lord to first fill our minds, lives, 
and hearts in order to then turn to others. The question therefore can be: 
Of what must I empty my life in order to fill it with Christ-Brother and 
thus be a brother to everyone?
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brother to 
creation
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May 24, 2020 was the fifth anniversary of the second encyclical of 
our beloved Pope Francis, Laudato si’. The Holy Father displayed the 
name he chose as pontiff, evoking the famous Canticle of the Creatures 
by St. Francis of Assisi. Laudato si’ represents one of the Church’s 
most complete and important reflections and motivations in ecological 
terms in all its history. It is an urgent call to all Christians to question 
ourselves and find ways of action in the face of an environmental crisis 
that threatens the loss of harmony with Creation.

There are many serious scientific works that show the devastating 
results of the current tragic environmental situation. Anthropologists, 
sociologists, and humanists have also contributed to a progression of 
considerations for a new formation of human consciousness in search 
of ways to care for our natural environment. Unfortunately, many 
international and local entities have not committed themselves to 
confront in a concrete way the immensity of this problem.
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Pope Francis additionally underscores the inseparable relationship 
between the environmental crisis and the social crisis. In his message 
for the global campaign on the fifth anniversary of his encyclical, he 
urgently stated that “the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor cannot 
continue.” The Brother of the Sacred Heart recognizes this reality and 
re-confirms what was written twenty years ago at the general chapter of 
2000 as an ordinance: “(We) ...accept the challenge of the cry of poor 
and hopeless children and young people as a source of inspiration for 
the life and mission of the Institute...” Today’s brother knows that it is 
a matter of permanent contemplation and action. From now on we unite 
this cry of children and young people with the cry of the earth.

The general chapter of 2018 made a commitment to ecological issues 
even more explicit and arrived at this decision: “That the general council 
identify and suggest means to encourage the Institute to reflect on the 

Pope Francis underscores the inseparable relationship between the 
environmental crisis and the social crisis. He is pictured during the 

Synod about the Amazon.
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meaning and integrity of Creation and to involve itself in the ecological 
and environmental issues that affect our ‘common home.’”43 We are 
called to be brothers to Creation. Thus, ecological practices should 
be so important that they are integrated in an essential way into our 
apostolic mission and into our prayer, because in all these dimensions 
we know that we are called by the Heart of Jesus.

In the cry of Creation it is God himself who reveals himself to us. The 
unconscious practices of waste and pollution must become a thing of 
the past. The future is fraught with imminent changes in the way we 
feed ourselves, use water, harness energy, take care of our health, and 
manage our waste. We should not be afraid to develop new convictions, 
attitudes, and ways of life. Of course, this is a great cultural, spiritual, 
and educational challenge, but we must continue to be concerned about 
it. Changes of consciousness are often the slowest and most difficult, 
but they also fill our lives with vitality. A personal ecological awareness 
as a brother helps to create a communal, ecclesial, or even universal 
ecological awareness.

It is even the moment when we examine our apostolic works, those 
structures that we as brothers direct or complement. We have a compelling 
mandate to seek transformations that lead to sustainable and integral 
development. In all or at least in the majority of the countries where 
we are present, there are policies aimed at implementing international 
agreements to achieve the goals of human development and, at the same 
time, to sustain the capacity of natural systems to provide resources. 
While these realities should oblige us to make appropriate economic and 
organizational investments in the ecological dimension, they should not 
be the main guiding motives for our action. It is a duty of justice that we 
contribute as best we can to providing sustainable environments and to 
forming our young people and our partners in mission in this awareness.
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As religious educators, we must learn to include in our teaching, 
based on our example, the importance of healthy nutritional habits, the 
sensible and even austere planning of our purchases, the reduction of 
food waste and energy consumption, the creation of home and school 
gardens, the saving and care of water -- our most precious liquid --, 
the use of LED light for greater energy efficiency, the correct use of 
household appliances, the commitment to recycling for the management 
of waste, the search for clean energy with less environmental impact, the 
economy of solidarity, etc. Of course, articulating and developing each 
one of these initiatives deserve an entire book; but if even the discussion 
of these issues produces in us a healthy concern, a due interest, and an 
initial or continued involvement in individual, communal, and apostolic 
actions, then we will not have ignored the outcry of the earth, which 
is simultaneously the outcry of the poor. “May our struggles and our 
concern for this planet never take away the joy of our hope. God, who 
calls us to generous commitment and to give him our all, offers us the 
light and the strength needed to continue on our way. In the heart of 
this world, the Lord of life, who loves us so much, is always present. 
He does not abandon us, he does not leave us alone, for he has united 
himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to 
find new ways forward. Praise be to him!”44
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I’m writing this section on my laptop. I keep my cell phone close by; it 
keeps getting notifications from WhatsApp and the occasional “Like” 
from Instagram. I am accompanied by melodious music coming from 
a small “Bluetooth speaker.” In an hour I have a video conference with 
the teachers at school. Let’s be honest about something that is not new: 
technology really helps and makes life easier in the present!

In his philosophical treatise The Rebellious Man, the Frenchman Albert 
Camus makes clear his passionate quest to give meaning to reality 
by stating, “True generosity on behalf of the future consists in giving 
everything to the present.” Another translation says, “Our commitment 
to the future is to give everything to the present.” Brother José Ignacio 
Carmona, in his last circular as superior general, stated something 
similar: “The best way to honor the past and to prepare for the future is 
to strive to be master of the present. Savoring the present moment in all 
its intensity and richness is one of the keys to happiness.”45

today’s 
brother

7
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Sometimes we believe that the characteristics of this present age are 
beyond us and that, since consecrated life is counter-cultural, we must 
oppose them. This is definitely true when culture becomes corrupt, 
disvalues life, and dehumanizes; but it is not true when we see a cultural 
present filled with opportunities to re-create ourselves as Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart. We discover the Holy Spirit, passing through the history 
of Salvation, dynamic and creative. Welcoming the dynamism of this 
Spirit will give us light to discover new ways of being in contact with 
the present.

I remember with special affection how on December 12, 2012, then 
Pope Benedict XVI made a cultural leap and entered the world of social 
networks by “tweeting” for the first time: “Dear friends, I joyfully join 
you through Twitter. Thank you for your generous response. I bless you 
all from my heart.” This set a pattern for the whole Church: after six 

On December 12, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI made a 
cultural leap and entered the world of social networks by 

“tweeting” for the first time.
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years of its existence, Twitter became for the Holy See a new Areopagus 
for a new evangelization.

Benedict XVI’s message was short, since it had to be adapted to the 
“microblogging” that forces one to express oneself in a few characters; 
but his “tweet” was filled with an entire didactic of the use of social 
networks: it conveys a timid kindness in its greeting when it calls us 
“Dear friends,” as well as a joy in joining a significant number of people 
on social network; it strikes a grateful tone in recognizing a Church 
that works daily with generosity; and, of course, it includes an honest 
and heartfelt blessing. In short: KINDNESS, JOY, GRATEFULNESS, 
BLESSING... actions that could well be requirements for adapting 
ourselves to these post-modern times, and to recognize that, even in 
these times, we can offer a daring service of the Gospel by manifesting 
the Lord’s presence today.46 It is to share with the world what the 
author of the Letter to the Hebrews declared: “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.”47

This is how we can continue courageously to take steps and open 
ourselves, with correct discernment, to what the present offers us. For 
example, technologies and social networks are neither good nor bad; 
they are a world of tools that depend on those who use them. The benefits 
are greater when we use them appropriately. It must be understood that 
mission directs decision-making in the use of technology and not the 
other way around. The moment we decide to ignore technology, we will 
be in an anachronism that will distance us from the surrounding reality. 
This is especially important for vocation ministry. Understanding the 
person of the young adult in his vocation begins with knowing and 
valuing the world in which he lives. This is a concrete way of keeping 
our lives dynamic. Our Rule says it this way: “The Lord expects our 
cooperation in fostering vocations. We reach out to young men and 
nurture their desire to unite themselves to Christ in the Institute by our 
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prayer to the Lord of the harvest, by our openness and the dynamism of 
our lives, and by personally inviting them to join us.”48

Therefore, almost as a prophetic message, we can paraphrase what 
Brother José Ignacio told us: the Brother of the Sacred Heart who cares 
for, values, and gives himself to the present, paradoxically prepares and 
drives the future. It is a present that, more than once, we are tempted to 
condemn because of its absurdity. But that is not the case. We are not 
in a dead end, but on a great departure runway and, at the same time, 
on a landing strip. As brothers, we discover an enriching and prudent 
openness to the world which is filled with new technologies, emerging 
subcultures among societies, new artistic expressions, renewed interior 
experiences, and a deepening of what is virtual as an extension of what is 
real. It may be that, if we treat the present with contemplative reverence 
as the great sign of the times, God will reveal himself to us in the future 
to gift us with a greater wisdom of life.
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The term “brother” implies a deep relational dimension. One is a brother 
insofar as he goes out of himself and relates to the other. Therefore, the 
very expression “brother to myself” seems contradictory and somewhat 
false. But this is not so insofar as we are aware of our being and seek to 
know it, to accept it, to value it, and to perfect it in love.

The future Brother of the Sacred Heart wants to be a happy man, who 
cares for his body because he recognizes it as a gift from God, a temple 
of the Holy Spirit, and a place where the Lord Jesus dwells. He tries 
to live a healthy life: he eats in a balanced way, exercises regularly 
according to his possibilities, takes care of his appearance, and reflects 
in his presence a true love for himself. These attitudes do not border 
on egocentrism or narcissism; but rather he has reached a level of 
self-esteem that invites him to welcome his own being. After all, he 
understands the Lord’s command, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”49

brother
to myself

8
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To an awareness of his body he adds the awareness of his own 
psychological dynamics. He is reconciled with himself because he 
knows his history, his motivations, his emotions, and, in general, his 
heart.

St. Teresa of Jesus is credited with the expression, “Imagination is the 
madness of the house.” It is probable that the Carmelite reformer was 

The future Brother of the Sacred Heart wants to be a happy man. 
Temporary profesed brothers from Haiti.
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not referring to the same concept of creative imagination that we have 
today. Rather, she was referring to the uncontrolled mind, which leads 
to a total loss of the here and now regarding our relationship with God, 
with oneself, and with others.

Each of us has his own psychological ailments which, to a greater or 
lesser degree, affect us and are detrimental to any healthy relationship. 
Opening ourselves in the future to psychological as well as spiritual 
accompaniment should be more than a mere assumption. To be 
determined to detect, work on, and try to reduce or heal our inner 
conflicts is necessary for mental hygiene, which opens us to be better 
artisans of the Kingdom of God in daily life.

St. Paul listed a series of “works of the flesh” that distance us from the 
Kingdom and contrast with the “fruits of the Spirit.” Today, we can 
recreate this list to include those interior conflicts that also separate 

Self-care of our mind and heart is necessary to assure a 
future in which we are brothers to ourselves. Brothers of the 

Philippines during a formation meeting.
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us from God’s plan: an unreal sense of superiority, which leads us 
to denigrate and discriminate against others; an ongoing tendency 
to boredom and laziness, which leads to complacency as the main 
objective in life; a behavior of pathological lying, which results in 
swindling, manipulating, or imposing ourselves on others. Any attitude 
of subjugation or domination is a reversal of our vocation not only 
as brothers but even as humans. The absence or scarcity of empathy 
towards others inexorably stifles our vocation.

We need to cultivate a healthy sense of responsibility. On the one hand, 
our vocation is not a refuge to live separated from ordinary people, 
comfortable at the expense of the community, taking advantage of it. On 
the other hand, we must embrace our own reality without victimizing 
ourselves for our weaknesses or pathologies.

A point of special concern is the integration of our affectivity and our 
sexual behavior. This is not a task that is ours especially because we 
are consecrated persons; but it is absolutely necessary simply because 
we are human beings. Brother Bernard Couvillion reminds us: “The 
preoccupation of our predecessors for the prevention of all forms of 
abuse was captured in a sentence in our Rule of 1948: ‘The brothers 
must exercise constant vigilance over themselves and over their students 
in order to prevent misconduct.’ (article 267).”50

Without a doubt, self-care of our mind and heart is necessary to assure 
a future in which we are brothers to ourselves and are concerned about 
identifying and valuing our emotions. Brother Roger Schutz, founder of 
the Taizé Community, in his famous “Unfinished Letter,” now translated 
into 57 languages, said, “There are times when all of us are shaken by 
a personal trial or by the suffering of others. This can go so far as to 
undermine our faith and extinguish our hope. Rediscovering the trusting 
of faith and peace of heart sometimes involves being patient with 
ourselves.”51 The torrent of our emotional energies must pass through 
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the hydroelectric power station of our conscience so we can understand 
and channel them, without hiding them. It is not only a psychological 
process; it is also an issue that compromises our faith and hope.

At some point in the history of consecrated life there was talk of the 
“mastery of the passions,” which seemed to have more of a philosophical-
moral character than a theological-affective one, and was more a 
mechanism of false security than of freedom. Unfortunately, at times 
this fostered repressed lives that transmitted (or transmit) bitterness. 
However, in 2018, in his homily on the occasion of the 22nd World 
Day of Consecrated Life, Pope Francis said, “Living the encounter with 
Jesus is also the remedy for the paralysis of normality; it is opening 
oneself to the daily movement of grace. To allow oneself to be found 
by Jesus, to help others find Jesus: this is the secret to keeping alive the 
flame of the spiritual life. It is the way to free oneself from a suffocated 
life, dominated by regrets, bitterness, and inevitable disappointments. It 
is to find oneself in Jesus as brothers and sisters, young and old, in order 
to overcome the sterile rhetoric of the ‘good old days’ - a nostalgia that 
kills the soul - in order to put an end to the ‘there is nothing good here.’”

When the Pope uses the expression “movement of grace,” I think of 
the dynamism of the Spirit, of the acceptance of our inner emotions as 
a valuable treasure, a journey of personal maturation. In the end, it will 
be the integration of these same emotions, which God has placed in our 
hands, that will help us move forward in the face of adversity. What 
today’s world often calls “resilience,” I would define in Christian terms 
as deep faith united to a strong will.
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José Rafael de Pombo y Rebolledo, a famous 19th century Colombian 
intellectual, diplomat, and fable writer, wrote in one of the verses of his 
poem El niño y el corderito (The Child And The Little Lamb):

“The child:
Are you afraid to be all alone,
or are you afraid of the growl
of the hungry dog?

The little lamb:
I’m not afraid of his bark;
but away from my mother
I’m not happy.”

Beyond the quality, rhyme, or depth of the verses, I am moved by the 
innocence, tenderness, and delicacy in the poet’s approach to both 
characters. Throughout the poem, Pombo uses a series of literary 
resources to treat the characters with reverence and give importance to 
the dialogue between them. I like to reflect on the above stanza because, 
as brothers, we see in Mary, the faithful virgin, more than a model: we 
see our mother and teacher, a mother with whom we want to be always 
close. We do not feel good when we are far from her.52
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Saint Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort teaches that true devotion to 
Mary is interior, trustful, holy, constant, and disinterested. I am struck by 
the fact that I find “trustful devotion” very close to our life as brothers: 
“That is to say, it fills us with confidence in the Blessed Virgin, the 
confidence that a child has for its loving Mother.”53 Mary educates our 
heart in meekness and humility, as she did in Nazareth with the Heart 
of her son Jesus. She teaches us to pray with the psalmist, “Lord, my 
heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; I busy not myself with great 
things, nor with things too sublime for me. Nay, rather I have stilled and 
quieted my soul like a weaned child on its mother’s lap.”54

On this journey of being brothers facing the future, I very much want 
to reach out to the Heart of Mary. She changes our brotherhood into 
“sonship.” Instantly, our identity as brothers is changed, and we become 
inseparably children of Mary. In a clear and explicit way, this reality is 
what our Rule of Life points out as the most hopeful and best guidepost 
for our daily journey: “In Christian devotion the love of Jesus is always 
united with the love of his mother. Our prayer to Mary, especially the 
rosary, offered with trust in her powerful intercession, is for our spiritual 
life and for our apostolate a source of grace and a sign of hope.”55 We 
find something very similar in what was said of our Venerable Brother 
Polycarp: “From the devotion to Jesus Christ, whose Heart so loved 
humanity, there comes forth, as a ray from the sun, as a flower from 
its stem, the devotion to Mary … now, Brother Polycarp had the good 
fortune of possessing this pledge of hope and salvation.”56

In 2011, while I was preparing in Rome for my perpetual vows, I had 
the opportunity to learn more about the history of our Institute’s various 
provinces and delegations. All, without exception, were almost epic 
stories of difficult times and sacrifices, in which one could see that 
apostolic efforts were sustained by an unshakable faith. I was moved 
by each of the testimonies. The brothers united in their daily work a 



Mary changes our brotherhood into 
“sonship.” New painting of Our 
Lady of Fourviere (before whom 

our Institute was born in 1821) to 
commemorate our Bicentennial.



52

confidence in God’s action and in the intercession of their Mother, 
Mary. The prayed aspirations and rosaries gave them strength in the 
face of adversity. They did not succumb to the challenges; and today the 
brothers can tell the story of the birth of their entities.

Therefore, let us renew our strong devotion to the Heart of Mary and, 
of course, to the recitation of the Rosary, as one of those great Christian 
practices that remain in time because they transcend and sustain it. The 
regular recitation of the Rosary amid our realities will always be one 
of the great secrets of our missionary strength and impetus. May our 
life echo what, with simplicity and emotion, the saintly Brother Rafael 
Arnaiz said in the Trapa: “How great God is; how sweet Mary is.”57

I can say, with a certain pride but without bordering on pious arrogance, 
that I thank God because my family and the brothers taught me the 
love of Mary. I continue my search to be able to transmit such love to 
children, youth, and families that are entrusted to me. At times I try 
explicitly to present the figure of Mary as our “Mother in Heaven,” but 
I immediately realize that it is a title that does not clearly express how 
a filial relationship with Mary can be cultivated. “Mother in Heaven” 
is not bad, but the theology of everyday life invites me to say, rather, 
“Mother Mary,” just like that. That title speaks of a motherhood that is 
expressed in the loving care that she lavishes on us day by day and that 
encourages our projects and hopes for the future. It is not a heavenly-
far-off motherhood, but a simple-and-near motherhood that does not 
lose sight of the fact that “our goal must be the infinite, not the finite. 
Infinity is our homeland. Heaven has always been waiting for us,” as the 
young Italian Blessed Carlo Acutis used to say.58
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We dream of a tomorrow where we continue to respond to the love 
of the Heart of Jesus for greater brotherhood in the Church, because 
loving the Heart of Jesus is not the beginning of a story but is rather 
its continuation. It is a testimony to something that came before, to a 
question, a vocation, a previous call. The most accurate sign of our God 
is his initiative of love.

There is a beautiful redundancy when we say that we want a future 
in response to the love of the Heart of Jesus, because it is a future in 
response to the love of Love.

The human being has discovered that his principal driving force is and 
will continue to be love. Sometimes there are poor “drivers” of love like 
the love of money, of power, or of some sickly self-love. These latter 
engines do move us, but they get us nowhere; or very soon they falter 
and die and, of course, leave us immobile. By contrast, the motor of 
love of the Heart of Jesus moves us to a bright tomorrow with a view to 
an eternal destiny. It is not an idyllic love because, in the words of Jesus 
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himself, “The greatest love one can have is to give one’s life for one’s 
friends.”59 It is a “crucified love,” with all the heart-rending power those 
words express.

Together with love are faith and hope, as St. Paul taught us. And the 
Church continues to exhort us to seek these gifts of God for our lives. 
We must not despair, much less lose faith. I once heard a Chilean priest 
and singer-songwriter say, “These are good times; they are difficult, 
but they are good times. Where there are human beings, there is hope 
because there is the living Christ inviting us to encounter, to repair, to 

We trust the Lord of the harvest that we will be 
brothers of tomorrow and that there will be other 

brothers for that tomorrow. Young brothers of 
Madagascar after their annual retreat.
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build bonds. There is much to do! It is a fascinating time, and there is a 
reason why the Lord calls us at this time to serve his mission. You and 
I are needed.”60

Hope moves us; and we trust the Lord of the harvest that we will be 
brothers of tomorrow and that there will be other brothers for that 
tomorrow. This is how the general chapter of 2018 saw it when, full of 
hope and with confidence in God, it indicated in its last decision what 
its priority was:

“The general chapter of 2018 reaffirms the importance of vocation 
ministry and commits the whole Institute (partners in mission, brothers, 
laypeople, and others) to make it a priority over the next six years in 
prayer and action. (cf. RoL 175).”61

Karl Rahner is considered by many to be the greatest Catholic theologian 
of the 20th century. He is not easy to read, but in one of his most famous 
sentences, with a clear and simple sustained prophetic tone, he says, 
“One could say that the holy man of tomorrow will be a mystic, a man 
who has ‘experienced’ something. Otherwise he will not be a holy 
man.”62 Inspired by Rahner, we can ask ourselves what the Brother of 
the Sacred Heart of tomorrow will be like. I think we can find a possible 
answer in the letter of June 9, 1823 from our beloved founder: “The 
Lord loves us too much, my dear brother, not to draw us out of the 
abyss, after having allowed us to see the bottom of it. Let us always live 
in hope.”63

I AM STRONGLY CONVINCED THAT THE BROTHER OF THE 
SACRED HEART OF TOMORROW WILL BE A HOPEFUL ONE, A 
MAN WHO HAS EMBRACED HOPE. OTHERWISE HE WILL NOT 
BE A BROTHER OF THE SACRED HEART. LET US ALWAYS LIVE 
IN HOPE.
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20.   1 Samuel 12, 23
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22.   1 Samuel 1: 12a

23.   Cf. Mark 14: 36

24.   Galatians 4: 6

25.   Romans 8: 26
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27.   Brother Norbert (John McAuliffe) was born in the United States in 1886 and died in Uganda 
in 1959. The Ugandans called him “Dano Ma Lego” (The man who prays). In 2018 he was 
declared Venerable by Pope Francis because he lived the Christian virtues to a heroic degree. He 
is the second Venerable of our Institute, after Brother Polycarp.
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prayer for the bicentennial

Come Holy Spirit,
fill us with the fire of your love.

Fill our hearts with kindness, humility, and compassion.
Give us clear-sightedness to see the challenges of our time.

Like Father Coindre,
may we respond to the world’s urgent needs 

with courage and trust.

Brother Polycarp, Brother Xavier,
and our other predecessors, 

made Christ, in his mystery of love, the center of their lives.
Gift us with hope, with trust, and with a spirit of solidarity.

Make us vibrant witnesses of the love
that God offers to each of his children.

Come Holy Spirit,
fill us with the fire of your love.

You led our predecessors
to the four corners of the earth.

Grant us the courage to answer your call today,
to spread God’s love, here and elsewhere.

At each step of the journey
throughout these two hundred years,

you have nurtured a partnership
of men and women, religious and lay,

to form the young people entrusted to our care.
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Broaden our vision of education 
fire our creativity,

and deepen our commitment 
to the holistic formation of the young.

Come Holy Spirit,
fill us with the fire of your love.

You founded this mission
on Father Coindre’s profound experience 

of your kindness and love
for deprived and neglected children.

Inspire in the hearts of young men,
the desire to be Brothers of the Sacred Heart,

sharing with our partners 
in the same charism and mission.

At this moment in time, as we face our future,
teach us, as you did for each generation before us, 

to place our trust in you,
as we live out our motto and shared hope:

Loved be the Heart of Jesus!

Come Holy Spirit,
fill us with the fire of your love.
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